GEORGE WILLARD ADAMS
The subject of this sketcl1, f~milia~. to;' many of the older members of the Florida State Horticultural Society, for he and his wi fe were most enthusiastic members for many years, passed away on January 3d, 1921, at the ripe age of eightythree years and 'six months. In 1837 George W. Adams Mr. Adams ·was" the first Northern settler to get his homestead from the government ·and settle at Lake Thonotosassa (Lake of Flints), Hillsboro county. He and another would-be settler traveled by wagon over a large portion of South Florida but found nothing so beautiful as this lake. Here they became pioneers in earnest. There was no railroad as far south as Tampa until 1883, so these travelers from the North went to Cedar Keys thence by boat to Tampa. When he had his land cleared sO a house could be built, the lumber was ordered from Pensacolã nd one can imagine the wearisome days they were hauling this lumber sixteen miles through the pine woods to the present location. Mr. Adams said, "he could feel himself getting better every day," and he did entirely recover from the tubercular trouble with which he was affected.
He set out orange trees, going miles to get trees or nursery stock to put in his grove, then he raised quite a stock of nursery trees, supplying many of the newcomers with trees for groves. Mr. Adams set out about twenty acres in grove but recently sold out all but five acres surrounding his house when he found his strength was not sufficient to care for so many trees. In 1892 he put in an irrigating system that gave the· finest results in watering the grove, and gave him more uniform crops yearly.
JAMES C. CRAVER
Mr. James C. Craver was born at edge which lingered with him to the end. Jonesboro, tn., December 27, 1849. He w'as a studious· lad. Stories are still Early in boyhood he gave evidence of that abundant of his taking his books to the eager desire for scholarship and knowl-field and resting his tired horse often that the boy's ,mind might gather some more gems, of poetry from the book on tJ1e s'tump or fence comer before him. After reading all the books he could find in the neighborhood and passing througll the pu.blic schools, he entered the University of Illinois. H.ere he made fine progress,· and would have been graduated with honors but fOJ; the collapse of his health. In his senior year he was forced to aban-, don his beloved studies and begin the fight for his life.. After a second collapse he determined to seek a warmer climate a~d selected Florida.
He journeyed by boat and rail to New Orleans. From there he sailed May 18, 1877, for Tampa on the Lizzie Henderson. He landed in Tampa, May 22, 1877, and soon thereafter settled at what is now called the Tampa-Ozona cross roads, where he took out a homesteaq. in the midst of the piney woods. Here he undertook the colos'sal task of developing a home, without capital, without food and without strength. His diary, which he kept through life, bears most eloquent testimony to the hardships that he suffered during. his early days and his humility at times in having had to borrow the necessary. food to sustain~ife until he could become established. With dauntless determination'he struggled on and was· rewarded by a great improvement in his health and by seeing the orange and lemon grove which he planted on his homestead develop into a property of value.
With tile permanent recovery of his health, Mr. Craver began to prosper in ,business. He had the first postoffice at his homestead, which was called "Yellow Bluff" and was commissioned on September 10, 1886. This name was afterwards changed to Ozona. After the town of Sutherland was started, he built a store and'~pened a mercantile establishment, added a line of drugs, became tIle postm~ster, .a notary public and general consultant for the entire community. He was conservative and wise in investing his. earnin'gs and soon accumulated considerable property. On February 25, 1920 survives him. Soon after arriving in Orange county he purchased a grove in the Conway section near Orlando. At this time the ravages of the white fly was uppermost in the minds of the citrug rowers not only in Orange county .but the entire State. Mr. Schnarr, togeth~r with his nephew, Mr. Hahn, proceeded to develop an insecticide which would be especially adapted for Florida conditions. After many years of experimental work they succeeded in compounding Schnarr's Insecticide. This work alone would entitle him to a very prominent place in the history of citrus culfure in Florida. He had many very amiable qualities and traits. He was intensely loyal and his honesty was never questioned. He possessed a most marvelous faith in humanity. To illustrate this particular-quality of mind an incident should be mentioned.-With possibly one or two exceptions, he never refused to ship insecticide to anyone who ordered it, regardless of their financial condition or standing. -During all his business experience of abOUt fourteeh years, he lost practically no money from bad accounts.
Besides his wife, a brother, William Schnarr, survives him.
CHARLES PUGSLEY
Mr. Charles Pugsley was born l)ecember 5~1851 , in Athens County, Ohio. The family of eight moved west in 1855, -settling in Harris~n county, Iowa, on a farm, where he had the advantages of the common school, high school being out -of the financial reach of the small farm--er in tllat day and place.
At the ag1e of twenty-one he associated himself with his two older brother,S in the growing of nursery stock. After this experience he went to Texas, where he spent a season on a sheep ranch. DurIng the years 1883-1884 he had his first residence in Florida, coming to :M:annville with his father, who settled thereon a tract near town.
In the fall of 1884 after spending' the summer traveling in the,west he returned to Mannville, and made his home with his father's family. Here he planted a.n assortment of fruits which grew with varying degrees of success. His peaches bore a pleasing crop, but when the express bills were paid, he would have been better off with a complete failure. He had a .promising grove of oranges beginning to bear when the great freeze of 1894-1895 killed it to the ground. He immediately ordered scions from California, sawed off the trees at the ground, and inserted grafts into the stumps, which grew nicely, and were. beginning to bear when the freeze of 1S99 came, and he found himself penniless.
The years 1901 to 1903 were spent at Cutler, Dade county, where he accumulated .two thousand dollars raising truck. Then he and an older brother, George Pugsley, took a one-horse. camping outfit and started on a search for a good location for an orange grove, driving from Punta Gorda north. They finally chose Winter Haven, where they planted forty acres to oranges and grapefruit. This grove was coming into bearing when he engaged to manage the packing house of the Florida Citrus Exchange at Winter Haven. Failing health, howeVler, compelled him to withdraw from hard work. The grove was sold, and he purchased a small tract near town.
During the last two years of his life he was engaged in experimenting with the avocado, planting the best and hardie.st of the Guatemalan type. He wasmeeting with encouraging success when he was called, on October 15th, 1919. In his death the State of Florida has suffered a distinct loss, for had he lived he would have se.ttled the adaptability of the avocado to the latitude and vicinity of Winter Haven. He is survived by his brothers, Marcellus and George, and his sister, Frances E. Pugsley.
DAVID H. SCOTT
Mr. David H. Scott was born in Ontario, Canada, in 1868. He moved to Virginia with his parents in 1878. Came to Florida to engage in the fruit growing and shipping industry in 1893. He was a graduate of Richmond College. At the time of his death, which occurred July 12, 1919, he owned 80 acres of bearing grove and ran a packing house in Arcadia. He leaves a wife, a daughter and a son.
ED. SCOTT
Mr. Ed. Scott was born in July, 1866, and died at home, December II, 1920 . He was very active in promoting good roads and was a member of the State Road Department at the time of its organization. At the time of his death he / / owned about twelve acres of orange grove and his principal holding was the Scott Telephone System 'of Arcadia. He is survived by a wife and six daughters. He was a brother of David H. Scott.
